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November 25, 2025 (English version)

On-site observation in S26A for educational purposes

Subaru Telescope, National Astronomical Observatory of Japan

In response to the community’s ardent desire to join observations at the Maunakea summit or the
Hilo base for the purposes of education, cultivation of astronomical interests and enhancement of
motivation, we started accepting on-site observers in S23B under conditions described below and will
continue the program in S26A’. If you wish to make on-site observations, please contact support
astronomers in charge as soon as possible. Please note that we may revise the program depending on
the status of budget and staffing of the observatory and the progress in development of remote

observation.

1. Conditions for on-site (Hilo base or Maunakea summit) observations

* Open-use programs

On-site observation is available only for domestic programs where a Principal Investigator

(PI) is a student.

* Consent from a primary support astronomer (SA) of an instrument to be used
Observation at the summit is available only when SA is stationed at the summit to support an
instrument or observation mode to be used.
Observation at the Hilo base is limited to when the SA is stationed at the Hilo base to support
observations®.
On-site observation is not available for queue-mode programs.

Consent from the SA is mandatory for on-site observations. Please contact the SA well in

advance before observing dates.

" Please also consider provision of seminars and collaboration with Subaru staff so that we can enhance mutual communications.

8 SA supports HSC observations at the Hilo base at present.



* Number of observers

We accept up to three (3) observers. Since we do not accept observers consisting of students

only, please ask your supervisor (or Co-I who has good experiences of on-site observations) to

accompany you’.

* Transportation
Please arrange your transportation within Island of Hawai'i (Big Island), and refer Section 3

for the transportation between Hilo and Hale Pohaku.

* Support for travel expenses
Subaru Telescope may support your travel expenses in accordance with the guideline explained in
Section 2.

Observers must prepare expenses that are not within the scope of the observatory’s support.

2. Travel Support (Abstract)

Subaru Telescope supports travel expenses for PI who is a student. The support is provided only once

per proposal. The travel support covers travel expenses that occurs within Japan (including an

accommodation fee if necessary), an air fare between Japan and Hilo (*), travel expenses (e.g., an

equivalent amount to a fee for renting one car) and accommodation fee in Big Island.

Travel Expenses are provided pursuant to the ‘Travel Expenses Support Policy for Subaru Telescope
Open Use’. Therefore, actual costs may not be fully covered, especially for your air fare and
accommodation fees.

Please contact Miataka Subaru-shitsu (observers-infodesk@naoj.org) for details.

Subaru-shitsu will provide an approximate amount of the travel support once you submit a visitor

form.

“We might accept travels by students alone when Co-I of Subaru Telescope Hilo staff can take care of their visit including

observations.


mailto:observers-infodesk@naoj.org

(*) Please try to purchase an air ticket that is as low as possible to help reduce the observatory’s

expenditures.

3. Transportation between Hilo and Hale Pohaku

3-1.. Drive rental car

First of all, please consider driving a rental car between Hilo and Hale Pohaku by yourself. However,

if no one is comfortable with driving abroad (or in Hawai‘i), please don’t hesitate to ask SA for
assisting in arrangement of other transportation methods (see the next subsection). If you decide to

use a rental car, please note the followings:

* The observatory will reserve a rental car whose fee is covered by the observatory. So, please fill in

the rental car section of the visitor form.

* Please confirm that your institute allows students to drive rental cars (outside of Japan).

* National Astronomical observatory of Japan (NAOJ) asks visitors to submit an application form
pursuant to the Policy on Use of Rental Cars for Business Use of the National Astronomical

Observatory of Japan. Please contact Subaru-shitsu for details

* We recommend that a driver carry an international driver’s license°.

* While parking at Hale Pohaku, the observatory will ask observers to put the sticker on the dashboard

of the rental car (so that Rangers can check it). We will send the sticker by email beforehand.

* In case you reserve a rental car, please check your car insurances (what is covered and what is not)
very carefully. It is likely that your traveler’s insurance does not fully cover traffic accidents. As for a
rental car insurance that can be purchased from a rental car company, we strongly recommend the

insurance cover at least Liability Protection (LP), Damage Waiver (DW) and Supplemental Liability

10 In Hawaii, driving with a Japanese driver’s license alone is allowed in the short term. But please note that not all police officers are

aware of the rule.



Protection (SLP)!!. Please note the observatory is not responsible for any accidents/troubles that

occurs when observers drive rental cars.

3-2. Transportation between Hilo base and Hale Pohaku

In case observers decide not to use rental cars, please ask SA for the observatory to prepare for an
alternative method to transport observers between Hilo and Hale Pohaku. We will consider the
possibilities of (a) a ride in Subaru vehicles driven by our staff (SA, night operators, Co-I), (b) pickup and
drop-off service volunteered by our staff, and (c) using commercial operators (tour company, taxi, etc.)'2.

We would much appreciate it if you can have some flexibility in your travel plan.

"While LP corresponds to the Jibaiseki Hoken in Japan, its maximum amount of compensation is quite low in Hawaii. Thus, we
strongly recommend adding SLP. If you add DW, the insurance company will take care of all insurance procedures for minor
accidents like scratches on the rental cars. All the above three protections are added when the observatory reserves rental cars.

12 Since we must obtain an approval from Center of Maunakea Stewardship, University of Hawai'i, to visit Hale Pohaku (and

Maunakea Visitor Information Center) by commercial operators (e.g., Taxi, Uber/Lyft, non-permitted tour companies), flexible

scheduling is difficult.



